
Pastor Kyle Bates grew up in Mount 
Pleasant, SC, across the river from 
Charleston. He attended St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church in downtown Charles-
ton through his childhood,    active in 
leadership and worship responsibilities 
at a young age. Kyle attended Lenoir-
Rhyne University in Hickory, NC, 
where he met his wife Andrea. He was 
further formed for ministry during those 
college years while earning a degree in 
Theology, a minor in Sacred Music, and 
serving several years on summer staff at 
Lutheridge. Both as a counselor and ar-
ea director at Lutheridge, Kyle cultivat-
ed gifts for ministry with children, 
youth, and adults, while also   gaining 
skills for how to live within an inten-
tional Christian community. After grad-
uating from college, he spent two years 
in Atlanta, doing odd jobs while dis-
cerning a formal call to seminary. From 
there, he and Andrea returned to Luther-
idge to work on guest-services staff 
year round. While in Arden in those fi-
nal formative pre-seminary years, Kyle 
and Andrea were married at Nativity 
Lutheran Church. 

Pastor Kyle attended Lutheran Theolog-
ical Southern Seminary (LTSS) where 
he graduated with a Master of Divinity 
degree. He completed his internship at 
St. Armands Key Lutheran in Sarasota, 

Pastor Andrea Bates grew up in south-
central Nebraska in a small farming com-
munity.  Her parents were both rostered 
leaders in the Lutheran church.  As such 
she was always very active in church life.  
She attended Lenoir-Rhyne    University 
in Hickory, NC, where she met her hus-
band Kyle.  During time at Lenoir-Rhyne, 
she took elementary education and social 
work courses, eventually graduating in 
2009 with a degree in Human and Com-
munity Services.  During the summers at 
Lenoir-Rhyne, Pastor Andrea worked for 
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
both as a counselor and area director, and 
then at Lutheridge as an  area director as 
well.  After graduating from college, she 
spent two years as a full-time nanny in 
Atlanta.  From there, she and Kyle moved 
to Arden, NC to work on guest-services 
staff at Lutheridge.  It was at camp where 
Pastor Andrea felt God’s call to ministry 
most clearly. 
 
Pastor Andrea attended Lutheran Theo-
logical Southern Seminary (LTSS) where 
she graduated with a Master of   Divinity 
degree.  She completed her internship at 
Faith Lutheran in Sarasota, FL and spent a 
year as the Interim Associate Pastor at St. 
Paul Lutheran in Aiken, SC.  Upon gradu-
ating from seminary, she was called to 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Wel-
come, NC and ordained (Aug. 11, 2017).  
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At Our Saviour’s, Pastor Andrea has 
cherished the opportunity to deepen   re-
lationships with God, among the congre-
gation, and with the greater community, 
all while growing as a pastoral leader.  
While she will grieve saying “goodbye,” 
she is delighted about the possibilities for 
ministry at St. Michael!   
 
Pastor Andrea loves building relation-
ships over a good cup of coffee or a pint 
of craft beer, and watching her two-year-
old Eva discover God’s world.  When she 
finds herself with free time, she enjoys 
crafting, photography and getting outside.  

FL and served as a Synodically Au-
thorized Interim Pastor at Our Shep-
herd Lutheran in Hartsville, SC during 
his senior year of seminary. Upon 
graduating from seminary, Kyle was 
called to Wittenberg Lutheran Church 
in Granite Quarry, NC and ordained 
(Aug. 12, 2017). At Wittenberg, Pastor 
Kyle was honored to walk alongside 
members in their walk of life and faith, 
helping to bring a sense of joy, bal-
ance, and re-imagination to how minis-
try can be lived out. While thankful for 
the hospitality, generosity, and oppor-
tunity to be further formed as a pastor 
by the people of Wittenberg, Pastor 
Kyle is excited to use more of his gifts 
for ministry at St. Michael. 

Pastor Kyle is an avid game player 
(card, board, camp, tabletop, etc.), and 
challenges anyone to join him! He also 
loves sharing a flight of craft beer, 
yelling at a TV during Clemson     
football games, and walking with Eva 
as she discovers more of who God 
made her to be. When he finds himself 
with free time, Kyle enjoys playing 
games, watching movies, and listening 
to podcasts. 


