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St. Michael Lutheran Church 

Greenville, South Carolina 

 

NOTE:  We encourage you to prepare for this worship service with the following: 
Bread and Cup—that you might share a reminder of Jesus’ Last Supper 

 

 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 16, 2021 
11:00 am Service 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

❖  GATHERING  ❖ 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE          Scherzando      Arcangelo Corelli
                   (1653-1713 
 
    
Christ is Risen! 
 Christ is Risen indeed! 
Christ is Risen! 
 Christ is Risen indeed! 
Christ is Risen! 
 Christ is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
          
                        
WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN           ELW 604   
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes 
for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES               
                  
Cynthia:  We are delighted to honor Adam Monn, Emma Street, Julia Rhyne, and Samantha Walgate as 
they graduate from high school. We honor Amber Buehler, Eli Kirkpatrick, Alex Walgate, Zoe Hender-
son, Andrew Allen who are completing their college degrees.  We are proud of you! It is our privilege to 
affirm you as members of this congregation. You have completed an important phase of your lives and 
you are entering another.  This morning, we are pleased to have some of our high school graduates 
with us.  We honor them, by way of expressing our love and admiration for all of them.  
 
The graduates stand.  
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Cynthia:  I ask you to affirm your commitment to a life of faith in the body of Christ. 
Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare for your new endeavors, do you thank 
God for the many ways your faith has been your strength and guide? 
Response: With God’s help, I do. 
 

Cynthia:  As you consider the next steps of your journey of life, do you acknowledge God going with 
you, before you, behind you, below you, above you, and within you? 
Response: With God’s help, I do. 
 

Cynthia:  As you make choices about your new endeavors, will you offer your gifts to the world as part 
of the body of Christ and welcome the support of a family of faith? 
Response: With God’s help, I will. 
 

The assembly stands.  
 

Pastor:  People of St Michael listen: Do you claim these graduates as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
called to ministry according to their talents? 
In God’s love, we claim them. 
 

As their home congregation, do you promise to support them, take an interest in their future, be with 
them in their celebration and sadness, and welcome them whenever they return to name of congrega-
tion? 
In God’s love, we support them. 
 

Do you promise to faithfully pray for these brothers and sisters, placing their futures into God’s loving 
hands as they make their choices? 
In God’s love, we pray for them. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks 
especially today for the milestones that these graduates have attained. As they begin new phases of 
their lives, may they know your love in all the experiences they have. 
 

Bless the parents of these students, who have raised their children and nourished them in Christian 
faith. Give them strength in your holy presence, and give them many joyful reunions with their sons 
and daughters, those who are leaving home to go far away, and those staying close by. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Presentation of quilts and other symbols of our continued love and support. 
 

Cynthia:  Go out into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to what is good; return no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love 
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

❖  WORD  ❖ 

FIRST READING 
 Acts 1:1-11 

 
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the be-
ginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spir-
it to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  6So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Ju-
dea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL 
Luke 24:44-53 

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 24th chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father prom-
ised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  50Then he led 
them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, 
he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.   
The Gospel of the Lord.              Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Pastor Chris Heavner 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           ELW 456 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Presentation 
 

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the 
Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living 
with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 
Emily & Lee Bugay:  We present Owen Thomas Chong for Baptism. 
 
Sung and Megan, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
your child baptized into Christ? 
Sung & Megan: We do. 
 
The minister continues: 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of Baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  
  and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that your child may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
 
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: We do. 
 
The minister addresses those serving as sponsors: 

 
Michelle Breaux & Brad Lucas, as sponsors for Owen, do you promise to nurture Owen in the Christian 
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of Baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Response: We do. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly: 

 
To all these assembled, representing the people of God, do you promise to support Owen and pray for 
him in his new life in Christ? 
Response:  We do. 
 
Profession of Faith 
 
The minister addresses candidates for Baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of young children.  

 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 Response: I renounce them. 
 
The minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Thanksgiving at the Font 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. In the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
Baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 
up to live in you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of 
Baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Baptism 
 
Owen Thomas, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Let us join in announcing God’s promise to Owen: 
The assembly responds: 

 You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 
 
The minister continues: 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons 
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for each: 

Sustain Owen with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Clothed with Christ in Baptism, the newly baptized may receive a Baptismal garment. 
Emily & Lee:  Put on this robe, for in Baptism you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ, 
who calls you to his great feast. 
 
The congregation’s welcome continues with the presentation of a Faith Chest. 
Emily & Lee:  Holy Baptism is a gift of God’s grace sufficient unto itself.  However, during our pilgrim-
age on earth, it is sometimes helpful to have reminders of the promises made and received in this 
Holy Sacrament.  This Faith Chest is a place for Owen to keep such reminders, and to add other 
items which sustain his faith.  We present it on behalf of the St. Michael community of faith. 
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Welcome 
 
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) as a representative of the congrega-
tion says: 
 

Assisting Minister:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 
 
The ministers and the Baptismal group face the assembly.  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 
to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You call the whole church on earth to worship and bless you. Empower your church to bear joyful wit-
ness to your love made known in Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. Give those in authority the spirit 
of your love, so that all who are hungry and poor receive food and resources, and all people flourish 
and live in peace.  Our prayers assend for our sisters and brothers in Palestine and Israel.  Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted. Attend to the cares and needs of the hurt-
ing and hopeless in our congregation, community, workplaces, schools, and families, especially those 
whose names we lift to you now….. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts, and given us a share of the immeas-
urable greatness of your power. Help us love one another, be reconciled where we are divided, and 
share the riches of your grace with our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

❖ MEAL ❖ 
 
PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other  
in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.   

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives.  As Jesus was lifted 
up from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world.  Bring all creation from 
bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
   
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to 
you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God.  But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the 
glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their  
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:   
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread,  
 and gave thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, 
 saying:  Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, 
 he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, 
 saying:  This cup is  
 the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people 
 for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

Please follow the Pastor’s lead in receiving Holy Communion. 

We will be using the prefilled individual cups. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.  
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the 
world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 The God of all life, 
  who raised Jesus from the bonds of death,  
  who sends forth the Spirit to renew the face of the earth, 
  bless and keep you in the power of Christ’s resurrection, 
   now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN           ELW 543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Proclaim the Risen Christ.  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE     Prelude in D Major           JFK Fischer

                  (1665-1738)    

    

SOUND TECHNICIAN     Ronney Dixon 
VIDEOGRAPHER      Reid Schultz 
ASSISTING MINISTERS     Warren Mowry, Penny Adsit  
CANTORS       Mary Lee Mowry, Jessica Wofford  
HOSTS       Rick Richardson, Peter Strub, Carene Montjoy 
 

 


